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THE TESTAMENT OF JUDAH, THE FOURTH SON OF JACOB AND LEAH 
1
 2 The copy of the words of Judah, what things he spake to his sons before he died. They gathered 
3 themselves together, therefore, and came to him, and he said to them: Hearken, my children, to Judah your father. I was the fourth son born to my father Jacob; and Leah my mother named 
4 me Judah, saying, I give thanks to the Lord, because He hath given me a fourth son also. I was
5 swift in my youth, and obedient to my father in everything. And I honoured my mother and my 
6 mother's sister. And it came to pass, when I became a man, that my father blessed me, saying, Thou shalt be a king, prospering in all things. 
2
1, 2 And the Lord showed me favour in all my works both in the field and in the house. I know that 
3 I raced a hind, and caught it, and prepared the meat for my father, and he did eat. And the roes I used to master in the chase, and overtake all that was in the plains. A wild mare I overtook, and 
4 caught it and tamed it. I slew a lion and plucked a kid out of its mouth. I took a bear by its paw
 5 and hurled it down the cliff, and it was crushed. I outran the wild boar, and seizing it as I ran, 
6 I tore it in sunder. A leopard in Hebron leaped upon my dog, and I caught it by the tail, and 
7 hurled it on the rocks, and it was broken in twain. I found a wild ox feeding in the fields, and seizing it by the horns, and whirling it round and stunning it, I cast it from me and slew it. 
3
3 1 And when the two kings of the Canaanites came sheathed in armour against our flocks, and much people with them, single-handed I rushed upon the king of Hazor, and smote him on the greaves 
2 and dragged him down, and so I Slew him. And the other, the king of Tappuah, as he sat upon his 
3 horse, [I slew, and so I scattered all his people. Achor the king] a man of giant stature I found, hurling javelins before and behind as he sat on horseback, and I took up a stone of sixty pounds 
4 weight, and hurled it and smote his horse, and killed it. And I fought with (this) other for two 
5 hours; and I clave his shield in twain, and I chopped off his feet, and killed him. And as I was 
6 stripping off his breastplate, behold nine men his companions began to fight with me. And I wound my garment on my hand; and I slung stones at them, and killed four of them, and the rest fled. 
7 And Jacob my father slew Beelesath, king of all the kings, a giant in strength, twelve cubits high. 
8, 9 And fear fell upon them, and they ceased warring against us. Therefore my father was free from 
10 anxiety in the wars when I was with my brethren. For he saw in a vision concerning me that an angel of might followed me everywhere, that I should not be overcome. 

4
4 1 And in the south there came upon us a greater war than that in Shechem; and I joined in battle array with my brethren, and pursued a thousand men, and slew of them two hundred men and 2, 3 four kings. And I went up upon the wall, and I slew four mighty men. And so we captured Hazor, and took all the spoil. 

5 1 On the next day we departed to Aretan, a city strong and walled and inaccessible, threatening us
2  with death. But I and Gad approached on the east side of the city, and Reuben and Levi on the 
3   west. And they that were upon the wall, thinking that we were alone, were drawn down against 
4  us. And so my brothers secretly climbed up the wall on both sides by stakes, and entered the city, 
5 while the men knew it not. And we took it with the edge of the sword. And as for those who had taken refuge in the tower, we set fire to the tower and took both it and them. 
6 And as we were departing the men of Tappuah set upon our spoil, and delivering it up to our sons we fought with them as far as Tappuah. 
7 And we slew them and burnt their city, and took as spoil all that was in it. 

6
6 1, 2 And when I was at the waters of Kozeba, the men of Jobel came against us to battle. And we fought with them and routed them; and their allies from Shiloh we slew, and we did not leave 
3 them power to come in against us. And the men of Makir came upon us the fifth day, to seize our spoil; and we attacked them and overcame them in fierce battle: for there was a host of mighty 
4 men amongst them, and we slew them before they had gone up the ascent. And when we came to 
5 their city their women rolled upon us stones from the brow of the hill on which the city stood, And I and Simeon hid ourselves behind the town, and seized upon the heights, and destroyed this city also. 
7
7 1 And the next day it was told us that the king of the city of Gaash with a mighty host was coming
2 against us. I, therefore, and Dan feigned ourselves to be Amorites, and as allies went into their 
3 city. And in the depth of night our brethren came and we opened to them the gates; and we destroyed all the men and their substance, and we took for a prey all that was theirs, and their three 
4 walls we cast down. And we drew near to Thamna, where was all the substance of the hostile kings. Then being insulted by them, I was therefore wroth, and rushed against them to the summit; and 
6 they they would 
7 have slain me. We came upon them, therefore, with wrath, and they all fled; and passing by 8 another way, they besought my father, and he made peace with them. And we did to them no hurt, 9 and they became tributary to us, and we restored to them their spoil. And I built Thamna, and my 10 father built Pabael. I was twenty years old when this war befell. And the Canaanites feared me and my brethren. 

8
8 1, 2 And I had much cattle, and I had for chief herdsman Iram the Adullamite. And when I went to him I saw Parsaba, king of Adullam; and he spake unto us, and he made us a feast; 
3 and when I was heated he gave me his daughter Bathshua to wife. She bare me Er, and Onan and Shelah; and two of them the Lord smote: for Shelah lived, and his children are ye. 

9
9 1 And eighteen years my father abode in peace with his brother Esau, and his sons with us, after
2 that we came from Mesopotamia, from Laban. And when eighteen years were fulfilled, in the fortieth year of my life, Esau, the brother of my father, came upon us with a mighty and strong 
3 people. And Jacob smote Esau with an arrow, and he was taken up wounded on Mount Seir, and 
4 as he went he died at Anoniram. And we pursued after the sons of Esau. Now they had a city with walls of iron and gates of brass; and we could not enter into it, and we encamped around, and 
5 besieged it. And when they opened not to us in twenty days, I set up a ladder in the sight of all and with my shield upon my head I went up, sustaining the assault of stones, upwards of three 
6, 7 talents weight; and I slew four of their mighty men. And Reuben and Gad slew six others. Then they asked from us terms of peace; and having taken counsel with our father, we received them as 
8 tributaries. And they gave us five hundred cors of wheat, five hundred baths of oil, five hundred measures of wine, until the famine, when we went down into Egypt. 

10
10 1 And after these things my son Er took to wife Tamar, from Mesopotamia, a daughter of Aram. 
2 Now Er was wicked, and he was in need concerning Tamar, because she was not of the land 
3 of Canaan. And on the third night an angel of the Lord smote him. And he had not known her according to the evil craftiness of his mother, for he did not wish to have children by her. In the days of the wedding-feast I gave Onan to her in marriage; and he also in wickedness knew her not, 
5 though he spent with her a year. And when I threatened him he went in unto her, but he spilled the seed on the ground, according to the command of his mother, and he also died through wickedness. 
6 And I wished to give Shelah also to her, but his mother did not permit it; for she wrought evil against Tamar, because she was not of the daughters of Canaan, as she also herself was. 
11
 1 And I knew that the race of the Canaanites was wicked, but the impulse of youth blinded my 
2 mind. And when I saw her pouring out wine, owing to the intoxication of wine I was deceived, and 
3 took her although my father had not counselled (it). And while I was away she went and took for 
4 Shelah a wife from Canaan. And when I knew what she had done, I cursed her in the anguish of 
5 my soul. And she also died through her wickedness together with her sons. 
12
12 1 And after these things, while Tamar was a widow, she heard after two years that I was going up 
2 to shear my sheep, and adorned herself in bridal array, and sat in the city Enaim by the gate. For it was a law of the Amorites, that she who was about to marry should sit in fornication seven days 
3 by the gate. Therefore being drunk with wine, I did not recognize her; and her beauty deceived 
4 me, through the fashion of her adorning. And I turned aside to her, and said: Let me go in unto thee. And she said: What wilt thou give me? And I gave her my staff, and my girdle, and the 
5 diadem of my kingdom in pledge. And I went in unto her, and she conceived. And not knowing 
6 what I had done, I wished to slay her; but she privily sent my pledges, and put me to shame. And when I called her, I heard also the secret words which I spoke when lying with her in my drunkenness; 
7 and I could not slay her, because it was from the Lord. For I said, Lest haply she did it in 
8 subtlety, having received the pledge from another woman. But I came not again near her while 
9 I lived, because I had done this abomination in all Israel. Moreover, they who were in the city said there was no harlot in the gate, because she came from another place, and sat for a while in the 
10, 11 gate. And I thought that no one knew that I had gone in to her. And after this we came into 
12 Egypt to Joseph, because of the famine. And I was forty and six years old, and seventy and three years lived I in Egypt. 

13
13 1 And now I command you, my children, hearken to Judah your father, and keep my sayings to 
2 perform all the ordinances of the Lord, and to obey the commands of God. And walk not after your lusts, nor in the imaginations of your thoughts in haughtiness of heart; and glory not in the deeds 
3 and strength of your youth, for this also is evil in the eyes of the Lord. Since I also gloried that in wars no comely woman's face ever enticed me, and reproved Reuben my brother concerning Bilhah, the wife of my father, the spirits of jealousy and of fornication arrayed themselves against me, until I lay with Bathshua the Canaanite, and Tamar, who was espoused to my sons. For I said to my father-in-law: I will take counsel with my father, and so will I take thy daughter. And he was unwilling, but he showed me a boundless store of gold in his daughter's behalf; for he was 
5 a king. And he adorned her with gold and pearls and caused her to pour out wine for us at the 
6 feast with the beauty of women. And the wine turned aside my eyes, and pleasure blinded my 
7 heart. And I became enamored of and I lay with her, and transgressed the commandment of the 
8 Lord and the commandment of my fathers, and I took her to wife. And the Lord rewarded me according to the imagination of my heart, inasmuch as I had no joy in her children. 

14
14 1 And now, my children, I say unto you, be not drunk with wine; for wine turneth the mind away 
2 from the truth, and inspires the passion of lust, and leadeth the eyes into error. For the spirit of fornication hath wine as a minister to give pleasure to the mind; for these two also take away the 
3 mind of man. For if a man drink wine to drunkenness, it disturbed the mind with filthy thoughts leading to fornication, and heated the body to carnal union; and if the occasion of the lust be 
4 present, he worketh the sin, and is not ashamed. Such is the inebriated man, my children; for he 
5 who is drunken reverenced no man. For, lo, it made me also to err, so that I was not ashamed of the multitude in the city, in that before the eyes of all I turned aside unto Tamar, and I wrought 
6 a great sin, and I uncovered the covering of my sons' shame. After I had drunk wine I reverenced 
7 not the commandment of God, and I took a woman of Canaan to wife. For much discretion needeth the man who drinketh wine, my children; and herein is discretion in drinking wine a man 
8 may drink so long as he preserveth modesty. But if he go beyond this limit the spirit of deceit attacketh his mind, and it maketh the drunkard to talk filthily, and to transgress and not to be ashamed, but even to glory in his shame, and to account himself honorable. 

15
15 1 He that committeth fornication is not aware when he suffers loss, and is not ashamed when put 
2 to dishonour. For even though a man be a king and commit fornication, he is stripped of his 
3 kingship by becoming the slave of fornication, as I myself also suffered. For I gave my staff, that is, the stay of my tribe; and my girdle, that is, my power; and my diadem, that is, the glory of my 
4 kingdom. And indeed I repented of these things; wine and flesh I eat not until my old age, nor 
5 did I behold any joy. And the angel of God showed me that for ever do women bear rule over 
6 king and beggar alike. And from the king they take away his glory, and from the valiant man his might, and from the beggar even that little which is the stay of his poverty. 

16
16 1 Observe, therefore, my children, the (rights limit in wine; for there are in it four evil spirits--- of 
2 lust, of hot desire, of profligacy of filthy lucre. If ye drink wine in gladness, be ye modest in the fear of God. For if in (your) gladness the fear of God departeth, then drunkenness ariseth and 
3 shamelessness stealeth in. But if ye would live soberly do not touch wine at all, lest ye sin in words of outrage, and in fighting’s and slanders, and transgressions of the commandments of God, 
4 and ye perish before your time. Moreover, wine revealeth the mysteries of God and men, even as I also revealed the commandments of God and the mysteries of Jacob my father to the Canaanitish 
5 woman Bathshua, which God bade me not to reveal. And wine is a cause both of war and confusion. 

17
17 1 And now, I command you, my children, not to love money, nor to gaze upon the beauty of women; because for the sake of money and beauty I was led astray to Bathshua the Canaanite. 
2, 3 [For I know that because of these two things shall my race fall into wickedness. For even wise men among my sons shall they mar, and shall cause the kingdom of Judah to be diminished, which 
4 the Lord gave me because of my obedience to my father. For I never caused grief to Jacob, my 
5 father: for all things whatsoever he commanded I did. And Isaac, the father of my father, blessed 
6 me to be king in Israel, and Jacob further blessed me in like manner. And I know that from me shall the kingdom be established. 

18
18 1 And I know what evils ye will do in the last days.] 
2 Beware, therefore, my children, of fornication, and the love of money, and hearken to Judah your father. 
3 For these things withdraw you from the law of God, And blind the inclination of the soul, And teach arrogance, And suffer not a man to have compassion upon his neighbour 
4 They rob his soul of all goodness, And oppress him with toils and troubles, And drive away sleep from him, And devour his flesh.
5 And he hindereth the sacrifices of God; And he remembereth not the blessing of God, He hearkeneth not to a prophet when he speaketh, And resenteth the words of godliness. 
6 For he is a slave to two contrary passions, And cannot obey God, Because they have blinded his soul, And he walketh in the day as in the night. 
19
19 1 My children, the love of money leadeth to idolatry; because, when led astray through money, men name as gods those who are not gods, and it causeth him who hath it to fall into madness 
2 For the sake of money I lost my children, and had not my repentance, and my humiliation, and 
3 the prayers of my father been accepted, I should have died childless. But the God of my fathers 
4 had mercy on me, because I did it in ignorance. And the prince of deceit blinded me, and I sinned as a man and as flesh, being corrupted through sins; and I learnt my own weakness while thinking myself invincible. 

20
20 1 Know, therefore, my children, that two spirits wait upon man the spirit of truth and the spirit 
2 of deceit. And in the midst is the spirit of understanding of the mind, to which it belongeth to turn whithersoever it will. 
3 And the works of truth and the works of deceit are written upon the hearts of men, and each one of them the Lord knoweth. 
4 And there is no time at which the works of men can be hid; for on the heart itself have they been 
5 written down before the Lord. And the spirit of truth testifieth all things, and accuseth all; and the sinner is burnt up by his own heart, and cannot raise his face to the judge. 

21
21 1 And now, my children, I command you, love Levi, that ye may abide, and exalt not yourselves 
2 against him, lest ye be utterly destroyed. For to me the Lord gave the kingdom, and to him the 
3 priesthood, and He set the kingdom beneath the priesthood. To me He gave the things upon the 
4 earth; to him the things in the heavens. As the heaven is higher than the earth, so is the priesthood of God higher than the earthly kingdom, unless it falls away through sin from the Lord and is 
5 dominated by the earthly kingdom. For the angel of the Lord said unto me: The Lord chose him rather than thee, to draw near to Him, and to eat of His table and to offer Him the first-fruits of the choice things of the sons of Israel; but thou shalt be king of Jacob. 
6 And thou shalt be amongst them as the sea. For as, on the sea, just and unjust are tossed about, some taken into captivity while some are enriched, so also shall every race of men be in thee: some shall be impoverished, being taken captive, and others grow rich by plundering the possessions of others. 
7 For the kings shall be as sea-monsters. They shall swallow men like fishes: The sons and daughters of free men shall they enslave; Houses, lands, flocks, money shall they plunder: 
8 And with the flesh of many shall they wrongfully feed the ravens and the cranes; And they shall advance in evil, in covetousness uplifted, 9 And there shall be false prophets like tempests, And they shall persecute all righteous men. 

22
22 1 And the Lord shall bring upon them divisions one against another. And there shall be continual wars in Israel; 
2 And among men of another race shall my kingdom be brought to an end, Until the salvation of Israel shall come, Until the appearing of the God of righteousness, That Jacob [and all the Gentiles] may rest in peace. 
3 And He shall guard the might of my kingdom for ever; For the Lord sware to me with an oath that He would not destroy the kingdom from my seed for ever. 

23
23 1 Now I have much grief, my children, because of your lewdness and witchcrafts, and idolatries which ye shall practice against the kingdom, following them that have familiar spirits, diviners, and 
2 demons of error. Ye shall make your daughters singing girls and harlots, and ye shall mingle in 
3 the abominations of the Gentiles. For which things' sake the Lord shall bring upon you famine and pestilence, death and the sword, beleaguering by enemies, and revilings of friends, the slaughter of children, the rape of wives, the plundering of possessions, the burning of the temple of God,] the 
4 laying waste of the land, the enslavement of yourselves among the Gentiles. And they shall make some of you eunuchs for their wives. 
5 Until the Lord visit you, when with perfect heart ye repent and walk in all His commandments; and He bring you up from captivity among the Gentiles. 

24
24 1 And after these things shall a star arise to you from Jacob in peace, And a man shall arise [from my seed], like the sun of righteousness, walking with the sons of men in meekness and righteousness; And no sin shall be found in him. 
2 and the heavens shall be open unto him, To pour out the spirit, (even) the blessing of the Holy Father; 
3 And He shall pour out the spirit of grace upon you; And ye shall be unto Him sons in truth, And ye shall walk in His commandments first and last. 
4 [This Branch of God Most High, And this Fountain giving life unto all.] 
5 Then shall the sceptre of my kingdom shine forth; And from your root shall arise a stem; 
6 And from it shall grow a rod of righteousness to the Gentiles, To judge and to save all that call upon the Lord. 

26
26 1 And after these things shall Abraham and Isaac and Jacob arise unto life, and I and my brethren shall be chiefs of the tribes of Israel: Levi first, I the second, Joseph third, Benjamin fourth, 
2 Simeon fifth; Issachar sixth, and so all in order. And the Lord blessed Levi, and the Angel of the Presence, me; the powers of glory, Simeon; the heaven, Reuben; the earth, Issachar; the sea, Zebulun; the mountains, Joseph; the tabernacle, Benjamin; the luminaries, Dan; Eden, Naphtali; the sun, Gad; the moon, Asher. 
3 And ye shall be the people of the Lord, and have one tongue; And there shall be there no spirit of deceit of Beliar, For he shall be cast into the fire for ever. 
4 And they who have died in grief shall arise in joy , And they who were poor for the Lord's sake shall be made rich, And they who are put to death for the Lord's sake shall awake to life. 
5 And the harts of Jacob shall run in joyfulness, And the eagles of Israel shall fly in gladness; And all the people shall glorify the Lord for ever. 

26,26
26 1 Observe, therefore, my children, all the law of the Lord, for there is hope for all them who hold 
2 fast unto His ways. And he said to them: Behold, I die before your eyes this day, a hundred and 
3 nineteen years old. Let no one bury me in costly apparel, nor tear open my bowels, for this 4 shall they who are kings do; and carry me up to Hebron with you. And Judah, when he had said these things, fell asleep; and his sons did according to all whatsoever he commanded them, and they buried him in Hebron, with his fathers.
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It is quite clear to me at least that two things appear in this story not withstanding modern judgment of men or women for that matter who may not understand ancient Israelite customs and Torah so come to their own man-made conclusions which are mostly faulty and erroneous.

The first that Tamar playing the Harlot was not a sin at least from Tamar’s point of view once we understand it. That is correct it was not sinful for her to "play the harlot" hence why Moses did not record her action in unfavorable light for two reasons.  A woman who "played the harlot" in ancient customs was seen to be a social outcast and was neither of nobility or any patriarchal class and at times women were forced into doing this to survive for such basics as food.  Note in Yahushua’s time there were many harlots but he did not condemn them. Now we know that in the Renewed Covenant the pillar of faith Jacob Yahushua’s half brother said what was the definition of true faith?  Most of us have forgotten that definition already.
Jacob (Jam) 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before Elohim and the Abbah is this, To visit the orphans and widows in their affliction, and to guard oneself unspotted from the world.
There is a sod (hidden) meaning in the text that takes us back to Tamar and all those women who have been mistreated by men in unrighteousness!
Was YHWH not the Elohim of those in society who had to resort to this lifestyle of Prostitution who perhaps were destitute and had no other choice but to turn to this demeaning profession which took away the dignity of the women to be treated like filthy objects of men’s desires?  Or is YHWH going to condemn such women to hell and everlasting punishment while allowing the lustful men to roam around satisfying their lust and egos, most of us will be surprised that YHWH is more merciful than we seemed to think. He would make way for these women to be saved through righteous men at least those that have the imputed righteousness of Messiah Yahushua even today. One such classical story is of Rahab the woman saved during Joshua’s conquest of Jericho (Josh 2:1).  YHWH made a way for her to be saved. He never condemned her as many of us would today in our self righteous attitudes.  
Both the sons of Judah were killed for one reason and one reason alone because they spilled their seed on the ground refusing to produce righteous children for Israel and were from a mother who was a Canaanite that Judah had made the mistake of marrying in his youth.  She then brought a wife from the Canaanite women for her son Shelah and this really took the cake from Judah and later he put a curse on her which brought about her death, she had also instructed her son Er not to have any children with Tamar yet YHWH saw Tamar in a good light.  
One more evil thing she did before the curse came was she told her son Shelah not to marry Tamar hence why Judah was extremely upset.  Friends be careful curses from righteous people can have real affects on others, some of you do not know the power you have within you only to be exercised with caution and always try to use it for the good.
From the pseudoepigrapha
Judah ll:3 While I was absent, she went off and brought from Canaan a wife for Shelah.

Judah 11:4 When I realized what she had done, I pronounced a curse on her in the anguish of my soul,

Judah 11:5 and she died in her wickedness, together with her children.
Onanism comes from the name Onan for birth control and believe me even me who is not an Oxford graduate can tell you that you will find this in many good dictionaries as the practice of coitus interruptus.  Maybe the Pope was right after all that YHWH hates all this birth control so no condoms allowed in ancient Israeli culture and Er and Onan had to die because of YHWH's displeasure of them destroying their semen.  The highest calling of YHWH for any of us is not asceticism although possibly for a very short term choice and only a short term choice for some at that with strings attached but for Israelite men the highest calling is to be fruitful and multiply. Note all of the major Israelites such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob had more than one wife and many children.

The traditional blessing given by women in Israel for marriages is this "through the children that Ha’Shem will give you by this young woman may your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah". 

Note this does not mean that prostitution is condoned but that Yahuweh cares for the destitute more than we sometimes like to think.

Was the relationship of Judah and Tamar not incest? The hard nosed answer is NO not before the institution of the written Torah which was then still yet to be revealed to Israel as their Ketubah (Marriage contract). While one has to understand that Yahudah was fulfilling the vow of the levirate marriage without knowing it. Father’s of deceased sons could before the giving of the Torah perform this function.

Perez being the lineage of King David and King Messiah shows that the line was considered righteous.  One may ask how do we arrive at this conclusion? Well we can see the whole narrative tells us this or we can go a little deeper into the Hebrew spellings and see some interesting differences.
 Gen 38:27 ויהי בעת לדתה והנה תאומים בבטנה׃
The Hebrew word for twins Taomim תאומים has an extra Alef in it’s spelling while it can be spelled without an alef also. This according to the sages indicates that both the twins born were righteous sons.
We should always seek to understand things through YHWH's sight not man's because most men and when I say men I include women as well are running under their own understanding and at times the understanding of the father of lies Satan who wants to subjugate the human race while our Father wants to free us through both His written and living Torah Yahushua. King David was the tenth generation born through Perez. Ten is the number for completion of YHWH and fulfills all the attributes in the tree of Kabbalah known as the Sefirah. No you have heard it wrong, seven is not the number of completion but ten is.

The second point is that Judah had made a promise and did not fulfill his promise so Tamar was in her right to go and enforce the promise even if it meant sleeping with Judah, she was still counted Righteous.  Tzadik was the word used for Tamar and in Hebrew in every way means a saved individual and not condemned hence why this term was used. The same word Tzadik has been applied to Noah, Abraham, Job and YHWH Himself.

Scriptures do allow a woman to acquire children from other than the deceased brother in the Levirate marriage. You can read the story of Ruth before she married Boaz, she was first offered to someone else in the family who refused. This precedent is part of Torah allowances in Israel, however it is argued amongst Rabbis that before the giving of Torah in Israel even a father could step in for a levirate marriage and I personally believe this was valid at least here with Judah and Tamar.
Apparently there was no Rabbi there or the serial monogamist Pastor (to condemn polygyny as this is a type of polygyny) or the televangelists. Tamar knew better than all the Rabbis, Pastors and the hot winded televangelists that she could do this according to the revelation of Torah that was in men and women at the time.  Praise YHWH.  Every pun intended!  If seriously we have had serial monogamist Pastors commanding serial monogamy only then they would have no Messiah and no salvation and his preaching would be in vain because our Father Abraham was a polygynous or didn’t you know that he had four wives and nine sons?  Yahuweh allows polygyny or monogamy neither is sin. All of Israel’s righteous forefathers had at least two wives and at times more than that in a North/South divide placing wives in different regions to occupy and rule territory. Abraham’s wife Sarah was in the North and Keturah in the South ruling these territories and these people were controlling wells of water as their trade. Water not only was but still is an important commodity in the world for which many nations will go to war. Ethiopia today is ready to fight a war with Egypt over the Nile river and it’s water.

One other thing which some may not know is that a widow cannot inherit the property of the dead husband unless she has children, sons of course hence why YHWH set the Levirate marriage was put in place to protect the women, no need for Christians to apologize for polygyny commanded here or tell us how to conduct life in the New Testament era and oh no Yahushua did not annul it since we already know that He upheld all the Torah laws!  Christians would do better not to abrogate scriptures into Old and New Testament while no such word “old” or “new” exists for the Sinaitic Covenant or covenants of the Torah.
We can see this clearly in the narrative of Ruth and Boaz that a relative other than the brother could step in.
Ruth 4:5-6 Then Boaz said, "On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also buy it from Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead on his inheritance.'' (6) And the near kinsman said, "I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I ruin my own inheritance. You redeem my right of redemption for yourself, for I cannot redeem it.''
Some suggest according to rabbinic commentaries that the man would have had to divorce his wife to do the marriage with Ruth but this is simply NOT true. He did not have to give any divorce but would be able to marry the person without asking any man's help and would still be considered righteous.  There is a question about inheritance but that is a completely separate issue from the Levirate marriage.  It does not matter what Jewish commentary states which is stuck in a serial monogamous culture and the commentary is colored by this culture rather than the laws of ancient Israel which state plainly one must give his brother seed, no ifs and buts but MUST.  This is even practiced by some Arabs still in such cases and Arabs certainly did not learn this from the Qur'an but Torah.

In ancient customs the woman who was veiled was considered to be a virgin and unmarried and the one’s unveiled was considered married, look at the story of Isaac and Rebecca hence why Rebecca wore the veil (Gen 24:65) while today's women argue against such things without understanding the implications.  Who said we have become modernized?  We still live in archaic thought patterns.
Bersheeth (Genesis)  38:14-15 So she took off her widow's garments, covered herself with a veil and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place which was on the way to Timnah; for she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given to him as a wife. (15) When Judah saw her, he thought she was a harlot, because she had covered her face. 
Bersheeth (Genesis) 38:9  And Onan knew that the seed should not be his; and it came to pass, when he went in [the word is not one of having sexual intercourse] unto his brother's wife, that he spilled it on the ground, lest that he should give seed to his brother.
Here comes the sting in the tail.  Tamar's marriage had never been consummated not that it needed to be in ancient Torah culture but her two previous husbands had no relations with her, none whatsoever. 
From the historical canon of the Patriarchs
Judah 1-3 1 And after these things, while Tamar was a widow, she heard after two years that I was going up 2 to shear my sheep, and adorned herself in bridal array, and sat in the city Enaim by the gate. For it was a law of the Amorites, that she who was about to marry should sit in fornication seven days (3) by the gate.
Judah was also drunk at the time of meeting Tamar so did not recognize her because how can a man have relations with a woman and not recognize that it is his ex-daughter in law?  The reason why Tamar sat at the gate, the sign and symbol of authority was not because she was a harlot but she was seeking marriage but Judah in his drunken state could not tell the difference between marriage and harlotry and at that time anything moving in a skirt would have been sufficient.  Sadly some men still behave like this today.
So we get it now that it was even a law of the Amorites, Tamar was now basically seeking the child from Judah in view to marriage and not incest or adultery.
Even though the translation in Gen 38:9 says Onan went in and we ALL assume that he did the husband thing but the Hebrew word does not say that Onan had intercourse with her.  In fact he had already decided that he would never give her any children as he had been instructed by his Canaanite mother not to marry her or give her any children but it was Judah who had made him marry Tamar because he understood the need to produce seed for the dead brother in the Levirate role.
Thanks King James for giving us a faulty translation which is only 75% accurate!!!
Yes my friends go read the Hebrew.  We have a completely virgin girl here that Judah has a relation with just like she is getting married the first time.  Genesis 38 text tells us that she wore the clothes of a bride and not a harlot.  Why a bride?  We must pay attention to detail.  From Tamar’s point of view it was a marriage and from Judah a one night stand.  It depends whose perspective you are looking at.  Remember detail is there for us not to run away with the text but to show us what happened and why.
When she veiled herself she was actually asking for marriage and this is exactly what Judah did by his pledge though he may have only seen it as no more than satisfying his need.  This pattern can be seen in Rebecca and this is a true Israelite custom very much Torah oriented of veiling your face.  Such customs are also practiced even in places in Pakistan and other Muslims nations but are unheard of in the West.
If we really take this to logical conclusion she became his wife once he pledged.  The idea of her being virgin is backed in the historical books of Jubilee and Judah so it is clear to me at least that both husband number one and husband number two were simply performing an act in front of her what we term masturbation and deliberately spilling the semen on the ground.   We cannot mock YHWH and live!  Can you imagine a married woman who is deprived like this?  This is sick and evil.  YHWH was right to strike both of them down but the striking took time it did not happen in one night but over a year of such actions.  
Now the question is why did Judah suggest burning opposed to stoning?
Lev 21:9 ‘And when the daughter of any priest profanes herself by whoring, she profanes her father. She is burned with fire.
In the institution of Levirate marriage it was assumed the girl was betrothed to be married hence Tamar was not considered adulterous like just sleeping with a single married man but Judah had presumed that she had become a cultic or Temple prostitute because the Targums tell us she was a priest’s daughter and the Hebrew word Qadeshah is used for a holy devotee or set-apart woman in the negative sense so the natural course of action for that was burning! 
According to the rabbinic traditions she Tamar was the daughter of Shem, the son of Noah. Shem was a priest, and when Tamar was charged with fornication (Gen. R. lxxxv. 11) she was condemned to be burned to death in conformity with Lev. xxi. 9.
How can Yahudah ask her to be burned? This is because Yahudah was still ruling the tribes. Its not literally burning at the stake but a molten lead that was poured down the throat and the person was killed very quickly but this method was very rarely used. What about the pregnancy. In Torah the sentence is carried out immediately without waiting for children to be born. The targums teach that Tamar forgot about her three witnesses the staff, the ring and the bracelet which would vindicate her so she prayed to YHWH and said that she does not know where they are and to open her eyes to reveal to her where these were. She promised as an oath that three of her descendants would proclaim the name of YHWH as a result of her finding these items and literally go through a flame. YHWH then opened her eyes to these three important items and these three witnesses are reflected in the three men that were going to be burned during Nebuchadnezzar’s time.  These were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego the three direct descendants of Tamar who refused to bow to Nebuchadnezzar’s statue and gave a witness for YHWH as she had promised. The oath therefore fulfilled.
Tamar did at least three righteous merits here that many need to learn from this faithful woman. She chose not to embarrass Yahudah in the witness box publicly and was willing to die than to expose him. While today believers are slandering each other not considering the amount of embarrassment caused to others. There is nothing wrong with debating a subject of the Bible where two people disagree versus malicious slander which can never be condoned.
If Tamar had died silently everybody would have thought good riddance to her because she was a sinner but she was not a sinner and what a lesson in humility this is for us. Yahudah who was the chief justice after receiving the three witnesses could have easily denied them killing Tamar but he does not deny them to protect his status. The second lesson is to be utmost honest even in the face of humiliation by others. Yahudah would rather have been embarrassed here in the world then in the one to come. For many their shame awaits in the next world. Tamar says in the Hebrew Naker Na, meaning “examine these now”. Note she does not just throw wild accusations and says look these are yours and you are guilty trying to kill me you evil man but says humbly “please examine these objects” to which Yahudah then acknowledges his guilt. The third thing is the three descendants she mentioned that will honour YHWH by being thrown in the fire who we know YHWH saved. She honoured her oath and YHWH received her oath. Yes YHWH still honours oaths.
When she did eventually send the proofs of the three witnesses she sent it later after she had been sentenced to avoid humiliating Yahudah in front of everyone. So one can learn that we should not embarrass people publicly and more so the body of Messiah one needs to do things privately.
The story of Tamar’s children and her name have important ramifications for us.  Tamar means a Date Palm tree, her children the first Pharez meaning to “break forth” and the second Zerakh to mean “to raise up” and interesting the little one having a scarlet string on his hand to identify him.  So here is a complete picture of the remez and sod of Messiah who came for His people. He was raised up to remove our sins to redeem us.  He would “break forth” and save mankind of their sin through the scarlet string significant for His blood being shed.  Meaning the children who wear the scarlet string Drash blood of Messiah would be cleansed.  Amazing pictography in this chapter of salvation which was then yet to come yet many continue to condemn Tamar to this day, Foolish.  Note who came first?  The Messiah came out first so indicating His everlasting existence while sinful man came next so hence needed a savior and salvation in the form of the blood of Messiah.
Whatever Tamar did she did with the knowledge and approval of Elohim and would have been a good woman who stood for what was right.  Yahudah was chosen to bring that instrument about.
Tamar is the picture of uprightness in the form of a Palm tree, note during Sukkot the branches of a palm are used yet Scripture does not say why.  YHWH uses this analogy to point to Himself as the righteous One who will bring redemption into the world.  It does not mean YHWH is a palm tree but steadfast and upright “like” a palm.
Psalms 1:3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.
A good picture of the Messiah and any man/woman who follows after the Messiah.
It is clear that after the birth of the children they must have been also close to Joseph and looked after by him since there is a clear cut line between Peretz (pharez) and the Messiah Yahushua.
Luke 3:31-33 the son of Melea, the son of Menan, the son of Mattathah, the son of Nathan, the son of David, (32)  the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, (33)  the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah.
The moral of the story
The moral is that YHWH is in control of the whole situation even when it seems all wrong but He is going to fulfill His purposes and of course the biggest lesson in this story is men and women and this applies to men more than women please practice righteousness and justice because YHWH’s throne is built on these two things and truth and justice should go before us to reveal the nature of our creator in us.  Whenever we detract from these things in our life we will enact unrighteous judgments and people around us will suffer bringing the testimony of YHWH down.
Psalms 89:14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.
May YHWH bless you
Shalom Shalom
 
Rabbi Simon Altaf
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Beyth Yahushua – Son of Tzadok, Son of Dawud
Would you like to know the identity of Yahushua's family? Did He have brothers and sisters, did He get married, are not Rabbis meant to marry, was Mary Magdalene His wife? All these answered in the book. Are you fed-up of hearing objections such as if you do not know who Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are then how can you claim to have the truth?
Do you feel frustrated to go to your Pastor only to be told he does not know? 
What caused Rabbi Paulos to persecute perfectly normal Jewish men and women who simply practiced Judaism?  Who was Nicodemus, what relationship did Yahushua have with Lazarus? Did Yahushua have relatives? For too long He has been portrayed as the wandering man with no belongings and no family and living wildly, picking up food from the trees, fields and women offering him handouts. 
This picture is both misleading and deceptive. Do you want to know the powerful family of Yahushua, fill the gaps, who were Mark, Luke, Matthew and even John? What connection has Joseph of Arimathaea got with Yahushua and why would a rich man like him be willing to give his own expensive tomb for Yahushua’s burial? 
Do rich men do such things, if so then why was the rich man in Matthew 19:21 unwilling to give away all his money? Did Yahushua carry the curse of Jeconiah (Jer 22:24-30)? The answer that Christendom gives is the curse lifted because of the virgin birth or the lineage switch. Did it? Answer NO. Christendom’s answers on this are wrong. What about the genealogy of Luke and Matthew why two fathers of Yahushua Heli or Jacob in Matthew 1:16 and Luke 3:23? Will the real father of Yahushua please stand up!
Who were the Hebrews, what is the West in Hosea 11:10?
Hos 11:10 (KJV)…then the children shall tremble from the west.
If we believe popular opinions then they are all in Europe and America but the reality is very different.   This book is a wake up call to the last generations.
This book will give you new insights and the rich history of Yahushua.
Islam, Peace or Beast
Have you ever wondered why radical Muslims are blowing up buildings, bombings planes and creating havoc? We illustrate in this book the reality of radical Islam and the end of days that are upon us. Why are our governments reluctant to tell us the truth we uncover many details.
 
World War III – Unmasking the End-Times Beast
Who is the Antichrist, what countries are aligned with him and many of your other questions answered. All revealed in this book. Which might be the ten nations of the Antichrist? What did the prophets say on these events?
 
World War III – Salvation of the Jews
     How will the salvation of the Jews come about, will they convert to Christianity or will Christianity be folded into Judaism?
     Will the 3rd Temple be built before the return of the Messiah? Analyzed and explained with the correct sound hermeneutics.
     Will we have a war with Iran and when? Considering the pundits have been wrong since the last 3 years and only Simon has been on track up to this time.  What signs will absolutely indicate impending war with Iran calculated and revealed.
     When will the Messiah return, what signs should we be looking for, is it on a Jubilee year?  
     Will the Messiah return on the feast of Trumpets fact or fiction?
     Will America win the war in Afghanistan? Yes and No answer with details.
     Who is the prince of Ezekiel and why is he making sin sacrifices. Can one call these educational? Read the correct answers...
     Should we support the Jewish Aliyah to Israel or is it forbidden to enter the land for permanent stay under a secular godless government?
Rabbi Simon is the only Rabbi to look at the thorny issues that no one has addressed to date while many people mostly run with popular churchy opinions colored by bad theology by picking and choosing verses in isolation.  Is modern Zionism biblical? Is Israel right to take over territories occupied by Palestinians today?  Should people be selling up homes to go and live in Israel? All these thorny questions and even more answered in this book the sequel to the popular prophecy book World War III - Unmasking the End-Times Beast.  
Yeshua or Isa – True path for salvation
Ever tried to witness to your Muslim friends and were mocked? Do you have Passion for the Muslims to be saved? Want to know how Jesus Christ is Yeshua and not Isa? This book helps you to build a solid bridge with the Muslims. It clarifies your theological doubts and helps to present Yeshua to the Muslims effectively. 
 
Dear Muslim – Meet YHWH the God of Abraham
Truth explained best seller step by step detailing and unveiling Islam!  This book is designed for that friend, son or daughter who is about to convert into Islam but needs to read this first.  This is the one stop to saving their souls. Don’t procrastinate get it today.
 
The Feasts of YHWH, the Elohim of Israel
Have you ever asked why the feasts were given to Israel?  Their meaning and their purpose is all explained in this detailed book that delves into the signs of the Messiah and the fulfilment of the feasts and how the return of the Messiah is revealed in the feasts from a Muslim angle the first of its kind.
 
What is Truth? Download online free from www.abrahamic-faith.com
Have you wondered what is truth and how we measure it? How do we arrive at the conclusion that what you have is truth? How do you know that the religion you have been following for so many years is the original faith? We examine these things.
Abrahamic-Faith Nazarene Study Scriptures (Complete)
The AF Complete Bible coming soon.  2108 pages packed absolutely full of information - no Hebrew roots Bible even comes close!!! The politically incorrect guide to the God of Israel. Are you willing to listen to what YHWH has said about our world and how He is going to restore all things back? 
Many texts uncovered and explained in great details.  
     Was Chava (Eve) the only woman in the garden? We reveal a deep held secret.
     Where did the demons come from? 
     Ezekiel refers to some of Israel's bad deeds in Egypt explicitly uncovered which are glossed over in the King James Version.
     Did Abraham keep the Sabbath? We show where.
     Who was Balaam?
     Who were Abraham's ancestors?
     Why did Isaac marry at forty years of age?
     Where is Noah's ark likely to be Not Ararat in Turkey?
The legendary Rabbi Simon Altaf guarantees that this will teach you to take the best out there on and open their eyes in prophecy, historical argument and theology.  He will personally mentor you through the texts of the Torah, the prophets, the disciples and apostles of Yahushua.  Does any Bible seller offer this extent of training? We do. And Rabbi Simon is available at the end of an e-mail or just a telephone call away for questions that you have and if he is not there you just leave a message and he will get back to you anywhere in the world that is our solid promise and we do not charge for our calls or any teachings over the phone.
Which ex-Muslim do you know who dares gives his telephone number out? YHWH walks ahead of Rabbi Simon this is the sign of a true calling unlike others who are only brave behind a keyboard and offer rhetoric hiding behind body guards but where is the substance. Rabbi Simon refuses to walk with bodyguards.
Sefer Yashar (The Book of Jasher)
The book of Yashar has been translated from the original sources and with added commentary, corrected names of Elohim with the sacred names and with other missing text from the Hebrew.  This will add to the gaps in your knowledge from the book of Genesis such as the following:
     What happened to the people at the time of Noach?
     Who were Abraham’s ancestors?
     Did Abraham have two wives or four?
     What relationship did Abraham have with Eliezer?
     Why did Isaac wait for forty years before his marriage?
     Why did Sarah die suddenly after Isaac’s departure to be sacrificed?
     Did Moses marry in Egypt before running away?
    And many other questions now answered.

Sefer Chanoch (The Book of Enoch)
The book of Enoch details the fall, the names of the angels, what happened and what was the result of those fallen. He also reveals the birth of Noah and some very important details around this. And many other important details to complete your knowledge.
Books to be released 2011/2012
Yahushua – The Black Messiah
Hebrew Wisdom – Kabbalah for Christians
World War III – The Second Exodus 
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